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know, sir" answered I, "but I'll send the officer of the day"
(who accompanied us on our rounds) "to find out" "No,"
says the General," let us have a look at him ourselves," As we
approached I recognised in the sentry a recruit, a new arrival at
the station, who had only been enlisted a couple of days before,
and who looked rather woe-begone in a helmet two sizes too
large for him, and a uniform that had no pretension to a fit
I recognised, too, the astuteness of my excellent Adjutant
in having kept this recruit off parade, and having put him
that morning on foot sentry-go. " Well, what is it, my good
man?"says the General. "We recognised your signals, but
they are more nautical, I think, than military." "Oh, sir,"
replies the delinquent, "the gong has just gone ten o'clock,
and I've not yet had either my tub or my breakfast, and I've
got to try three murder cases at eleven." This was the new
Judge, a decent little man, but not much good yet on a horse,
who had been on sentry-go since early morning, and who
could not well ignore his prisoners. The General was much
amused, and we promised to put the Judge through a course
of army-signalling when he was well through the riding-school
The General was? of course, pleased with the incident, as it
showed that we had succeeded in getting every one to join,
and that the service was really popular.

In the matter of Volunteering, at least, I think that, without
attempting any false modesty, I may claim to have had some
considerable success during my time in India. As the
strength of the chain is that of its weakest link, it is of
the first importance to examine and ensure the strength of.
each link in the chain of the defensive posts encircling the
British Empire. Of these, those of India are among the most
Important And that these require strengthening by the
training and arming, against a day of trouble, of every man
of British descent in the country, I am firmly convinced* If
I have in some degree succeeded in forwarding this important
object, then I may feel that I have assisted in the great and
necessary duty of placing the Empire in a satisfactory state
of defence, which is the best guarantee of peace.